Art Of The Deal

Donnelly brings energy and entrepreneurial savvy to the arts sector by Carle Steel

BEST ARTS & CULTURE
MOVER/SHAKER

Marian Donnelly

Marian Donnelly sits at her desk in
the semi-trashed front of her new
space above Loggies shoes.

The building is huge: two floors of
former shop and residential space,
mostly gutted, with high ceilings and
gorgeous windows, bricked up, of
course. Ours is not a culture that
appreciates windows. Or buildings
like this, for that matter.

Donnelly does. In some of the tiny
third-floor rooms, she sees studio
space for amsts At the back of the

| and
space. The second floor will house
workshops and retail space for 10 or
so fashion designers.

Next door at the Leader Building, if all
goes well, she sees the creation of a busi-
ness centre serving the creative sector,
part of her original plan for that building.

Back then, Donnelly was part of
ArtsAction, the group that spearhead-
ed the revival of the Legion and the
Leader buildings for use by arts
groups. The Legion project is still
under way. The Leader plan died a
slow death — not from a shortage of
support but from a lack of funds.

“We kept hitting roadblock after
roadblock, setback after back,"

go far in aiding artists in their work, at
the same time allowing Regina — and

will be happenings on every night on
every block. Take your pick, if you want
visual arts, theatre, or music or some
combination of the above”

Saskatchewan — to cash in on the
talent we tly export to
other places.

“The creative sector is the fastest
growing sector of the global labour
force and has been for 30 years;
Donnelly says. “In Saskatchewan we
have done nothing to encourage that
side of the labour force. There's so
much we could do. What we're miss-
ing in this provmce is not artists. We're
e, like arts man-

Donnelly says.

When the Saskatchewan Party gov-
emment yoinked the money that had
been committed by the previous govern-
ment to the Saskatchewan Arts Board
for the cultural industries — including
SaskMusic, Donnelly's core tenant for
the Leader building — it was the final nail
in the coffin. “After that, | said, ‘Okay, fine.
I'm walking away. Go condos!”

They say if you love something let it
go: If it comes back, it's yours.

With the Leader project, there's still
a chance one of the floors might be
redesigned to house a business cen-
tre for the arts. Such a facility would

agers and agents and publicists.

Yet there are signs that things are
turning around. In the introduction to
arts administration class she h
at the university, she has encountered
a whole generation of youth who are
not just wanting to escape like previ-
ous generations did. They are full of
energy and ideas. Through a class
assignmenit, these entrepreneurs have
armed many of the city's arts and cre-
ative businesses with business plans.

With the Loggies, Legion and Leader
projects in play, Donnelly sees a world
of potential. “I think Regina's downtown
will be a beehive of activity. | think there

What's needed is investment dollars.
The Arts Board has a promising new
loan program. Now, it's up to the city to
step up to the plate. “Yes, we have the
Regina Arts Commission, but | would
say more than half of the funding goes
to the Globe, the Symphony and the
MacKenzie]' says Donnelly. “That's not a
big enough pool for the rest of the arts
community to work within?

To get more dollars, she says, we need
a'rethink of the concept of arts funding.

“| hate to say this, but | want to see
more of an economic argument put
forward. If you look at the amount of
money that government invests in
other things [like the Research &
Development Centre and Innovation
Place] and look at the return back, I'm
sure that what we do in the arts
absolutely competes if not exceeds
that retun”

‘Part of the problem, Donnelly says,

is our dependence on volunteers and

non-profit organizations to give us our
art for free. She notes that every single
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person putting on the Rolling Stones
concert got paid for their time. “That
model is one that needs to happen on
a greater scale

Next in her dastardly plan to get
bucks to the arts? Count up every sin-
glé dollar that the arts bring to Regina,
every bum in every seat, every ticket
sold, every impact, direct or indirect,
to the city's economy. ‘If it moves,
we'll measure it she says.

all these people do all these things?

“| ask myself that a lot! Donnelly
says. “When | think of what the world
would be like without creativity, with-
out imagination, without art, without
culture, | don't want to live there. |
think that people who are born with
God-given talents to sing and write
and draw... if they are true talents we
need to honour that, support it.

“We need to make it accessible so
everyone is able to benefit from that
gift. When | see something that moves
me, | just think, Thank God! This is the
human experience. sdw

33



